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CHICAGO Artists throughout the city are marking 2009, the 100-year anni-

versary of Burnham’s Plan of Chicago, by exploring Chicago 

through all the senses in the Synesthetic Plan of Chicago. Focus-

ing on a multi-sensory and experiential mapping of Chicago’s 

neighborhoods, over 40 artists and organizations are creating a 

collaborative, interactive installation for the Chicago Cultural 

Center’s Visitor Information Center. Projects range from a mapping 

of the tastes and recipes of Chinatown, to a detailed exploration 

of candy from East Gar�eld Park, to a revisiting of Chicago’s stock-

yards layered with the present-day familiar smell of cocoa wafting 

over the Near West Side. These individual contributions interact in 

the space through an interwoven installation of dioramas in 

stacked modules, created in an angled pattern reminiscent of 

Burnham’s diagonal streets emanating out from a central point in 

the original city plan. This installed environment activates the 

Visitor Information Center with a sense of the diversity of experi-

ence present in Chicago’s neighborhoods, and invites visitors to 

venture out to sites throughout the city to continue the journey. 
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